Configuration of the psymberin amide side chain.
[structure: see text] The structure of the amide side chain of psymberin, a potent and selective cytotoxin, is proposed. Syn and anti models of the amide side chain were prepared, and the structural assignment was confirmed by X-ray crystallographic analysis of the anti isomer. Comparison of (1)H and (13)C NMR data establishes homology between the natural product and the synthetic model compound of anti configuration and not the corresponding syn isomer.